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A SECRET OFTHE HEART
BY HOWARD PIKLDIKG.

ir>r.»

SYNOPSIS.
Mr. Willnrd Davis i?« the head of I ho

I'nion surface llnc.M of Now York, nml
hi* ofliee In In the rear of tin* company'*
rooms on tin* third Moor of th«- Ann
street Bunk building. A980c!ated with
him In **arf'»uj» Mciwnten for tit" sbsorptionof hniull street < «* lines Is tteorge
Stalbrld»;i». Stalbridge In much dislikedby WIHard Davis' nephew. your.T
Davis, who believes that Stalhrldge Is
leading his uncle Into dangerous and
corrupt schemes with the object of
finally securing control of the great
property himself, and of gaining the
hand of WIHard Davis' duughter, now
engaged to Walter Norman. The morningafter a transaction, by which a

small line In which Norman Is Interestedis swallowed uj> by the large company.young Davis goes down to remonstratewith his uncle. lie meets
Stalhrldge In front of the bank building.^nd rebukes him. As he mentions
Norman's name young Davis notes
that Stalhrldge glances upward In a

startled way toward the elevated railroad.Young Davis goes to his uncle's
otllce. followed by Stalhrldge. The door
Is locked. Then? Is a key Inside the
lock. A moan Is hoard and then a

crorh. Young Duvls pushes the key out
with Bt/ilbrJd*r*'s key. and unlocks the
door. He sees his uncle on his knees,
the latter trie* to apeak and fall* to
the Hour. dead. Am young Davis enteredthe room, a door opposite clotted
with a snap. He burst a it In. but find*
the room beyond vacant, with an open
window looking on the atone court. It
Is found that Wlllurd Davis* body ha*
two wound*. one on the head made by
a heavy InHtrument. and one a *tab In
the breast with a small pointed weapon.
A detective Is nummoned. who Hnd#
Willard Davis* keys on the floor near
the entrance door. A towel Is hung on

n looking-glass high above th«* washstand.Blood stains are found on the
door and on the edges of the wash basin.Stalbrldre *UKKeat* that Norman
Is a very tall man. Meunwhlle among
the crowd that gathered at the seenv.

young Davis had noticed n tall itnlinn,
who excitedly proclaims the murder a

Just deed. Corroborative evidence still
further fixing suspicion on Norman In
discovered, and while the detective dot*
not accuse him, the matter assumes u

sarious aspect, especially as the deed of
transfer of Norman's street car line has
disappeared from WIHard Davis' papers.Norman la unaccountably absent.but returns In time to deny Stalbrtdge'sInsinuations to young Davis
and the detective. Young Davis declaresto Stalhrldge that thefatter sawNormanon a passing str^ercar while
Stalhrldge and he were talking outside
the bank building. Stalhrldge refuses
to exonerate Norman by admitting this,
whereupon young Davis threatens to
conceal his own knowledge of Stalbrldge'swhereabouts at the time of the
murder. £talbrldgu Is frightened, and
be establishes an alibi for Norman.
Suspicion then rests on the tall Italian,
who proves to be a stockholder In
Sorman'a line. The detective, Johnson,
who has completed his investigations,
privately tells young Davis that t«>rn

pieces of the deed of transfer, which
he has mentioned to Stalhrldge, ur«» a

"fake" for tho purpose of misleading
u« iiknu'i unnnp Dnvla a

small st rap of the deed. charred and
bloody, which he ha* found In the waste
pipe of the bowl in Willard Davis' office.There Is a small round hole Jn It.
A horrible suspicion suggests itself to
young Davis.

PART V.
A question of time.

This bit of paper was caught upon
the weapon that pierced your uncle's
heart," ho said. "I havo that weapon
here."
"Not Norman's stiletto!" I crleo, rememberingthat he had taken it.*
There was no stiletto In the case."

he said. "The weapon wan a peaceful
Implement suddenly perverted to a

dradly use. There It stands."
He Indicated an ordinary spindle on

which documents are spiked. It was
Mm ply a bit of steel wire about five
Inches long, mounted upon a metal
standard, and sharply pointed at the
end.

"It was all done In a moment of passion."*ald the detective. "Your uncle
held that fatal contract In his hands.

"BY HMAVF.N, MACK. YOU'VE LOST HIM "

It was burning. The spectacle and
your uncle'M words at the moment must
have maddened the murderer. He
utruck suddenly and surely with Ih«»
flrr»t thing that mine to hi* hand. Willi!id Duvl* fell jnortnlly hurt. As ho
fell. hid head struck the corner of tit*
d«nk u violent blow. Thus, doubly
wounded, he lay upon the floor. The
murderer bent over him nad slowly,
fearfully, withdrew the weapon."
-Why did he do that?"
"Jlffcau.se that bit «.f paper was pinned

down under the victim's heart. The
murderer dared not leave It there. He
secured it at the cost of netting bin
bunds with blood. The paper wa*
soaked. It would not burn. DlstractIed with fear. the murderer rolled, the
paper in hi* hands and thrust It down
the escape pipe. whet", fortunately for

1.»Pli..n th.. i' 1*1 in 111 fl i
waahed hln hand*. dried them on that
towel, tind walked out «»f that door."
"What are you telling me?" exclaimed."This l" all new. What has

become of the theory which you explainedto me with such care.my
uncle at ruck down, the door locked
with hi* key*, the paper taken, the
fatal thruat given at lust becaune the
victim revived while HtalbrldKe and 1
Wer* nt the door."

I.'p to the time when I wan ten years
old." replied Johnaon. "I won a very
truthful boy. Then I happened to noticeihut lylnrc wnx not directly prohibitedin the 'commandment*. Since
then I hav made it a point never t
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tell the truth iinlnss there Ih il very
pressing need of it. Thus J have risen
In my profession."
"Hut why was it necessary to lie to

me?" I demanded.
"Let me show you why." he said

earnestly, "und now you're going to get
the cMift facts. The great point of thin
ens* Is that Mr. Davlu lived nearly half
:m hour with a hole Ir. hli heart. There
wiim where you went astray. You tool;
my bogus medical report on top of the
natural error of the r.mbulnnce h"-«eon,and believed, that your ttnclc hud
been Ir.stant.'y Killed. Wound* In the
heart or* popularly supposed to be Immediatelyfatal, but thlu Is not true.
There are many esses."

"I know all about them." T broke In.
Impatiently. "But you forget that when
I entered the place I saw that door,
leading t«> the rear room, close; and
that It wus locked when 1 reached it.
The murderer was Just escaping; my
uncle was breathing his last. Then, by
your measure of time, the assassin had
remained with his \ictlm nearly half
an hour. that credible?"

"It Is not," replied the detective. "Hut
T run Mtilve your dlltleultv. In the llrst
place let me phow you how I measured
the time. It la rather pretty."

IJp led me to the bowl beneath the
jtluM*, and culled my attention to the
fuct that there won a nmall leak from
the faucet. He naked me to obaerve the
nteadinepx of It. and then attempt to
place tlie fuueet in «uch a position that
there would b»* u different rate of leakage.1 found that the thing could not

done. The faucet worked by a law
of it* own, and wherever placed, it
would spring nt once to the position It
seemed to prefer.
"Just after the crime." paid Johnson,

"when you and I bent oxer thly bowl
looking for blood stain*. I noticed that
leak. JnHtnntly I marked the level of
the water in the howl. Afterwards I
experimented and found that the time
required for the bowl to be filled to

P A I
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ON THE WALL OCSIOE THE OOOR SOME WOfJQS
WERE SCRAWLED.

that point was fifty-two minutes. Take
twenty-five minutes off for the time
between Che discovery ot the crimecoincidentwith your uncle'* death.
and my marking ot the bowl. That
leaves twenty-six minutes. Now add
four minutes for the time taken by the
murderer In washing his hands. That
makes just half an huur that your
undo lived."
"This la guess work." said I. "How

do you know that the murderer left no
water In the bowl?"
"Uecauae, my dear sir, the last thing

lie did was to push down this bit of
paper, and he wouldn't have done Clint
while there was water In the bowl. He
didn't let any run afterward*, otherwisethe paper would have been soaked,
lie pushed it in. supposing thut it
would fall down the pipe. Then he replacedthe stopper.or it fell Into place
.and my timepiece was In operation.
"Now as to the closing of that door.

Watch this little experiment. I open
the door thus. Now will you oblige me

by opening the main door suddenly.
Thank*. You perceive the draught of
air shuts this one. It fastens itself.
I've replaced the lock you broke, and
everything Is as It was. So we've dlsItosedof your delusion that you were

right on the h<»e|s of the murderer."
i was considerably perplexed by this

sudden change of theory. It was hard
to eseape the detective's reasoning In
regard to the time of the commlHsIon
of the crime, yet there were several
points that needed explanation. For
instance, how could the door have been
locked on the inside with my uncle's
key*? I heard them drop out of the
lock. Who had put them into it?

"It was Mr. Davis himself," said
Johnson, when 1 put the question to
him, "he was trying to get out. Doubtlesshe was feebly crying for help, but
no one heurd. Those marks of hnnds
upon the door were his. The poxltion
shows that they were made by »ome
one who was supporting himself With
difficulty.
"He could not open the door and for

a Very good reason. Dazed and dying,
he had selected the wrong bunch of
kevH. I <rot the richt one out of Ills
pocket and the key of that door was
on it.
"And that's the great point of this

cam*. That door was locked.not
with Mr 1'avis' key, for otherwise It
would not haw been In his pocket.
There i» but oue other, and that belongsto."
"Stalbhdge!" I exclaimed.
"Correct, and beyond a doubt StnlbrldgrI" the murderer."
"My Instinct told me so, even when

I believed absolutely that 1 knew lit in
to be Innocent."
"And now for the reason why I deceivedyou." continued the detectlvc.

"At llrst I art»*a on general principles.
My theory propounded in this room
wus intended to deceive everybody.
Afterwards I acted for the unke of the
«-n*rt upon Stulhridge. I did not know
lijm to l»o guilty, but 1 strongly suspectedhim. 1 bud heard of his stoppingyou and taking you for a walk.
If he had unythlng to say. why didn't
he bring you up here? Ur take you
Into one of the rot.ins of the Union
Lines'.' It was fair to ftuees that he
wanted to keep you out of the way.
"At In -t you forced hint back to the

scene <>( his crime. What mu*t have
been hlK surprise and horror at findingthat his victim still lived! Hut
soon lie saw that It wan to be his own
salvation
"The losing door, the wound In the

n»*uri «-vrr> iiiiiik ih-imiii-u 111 uiuiruit;
that (fit* crfino whm but JuHt done.
Then In; could provu an nilbl through
you.
"Instantly tlir doHlre to convict Norninns»'l/.>'I upon lilni. I! » was Norinan'Mrival f«»r >11 so* bavin' hand,

and had worked In that online as well
u* for money In netting your uncle Into
bin power. It wan In my favor that
ho Hlmuld plot to convict Norman, for
In* una mora likely to be led Into an
Indlaerctlon. And the Huient way to
k«M>p hi in at It was to Miliary hlm*"lf
of IiIh own »afety.to innke lilm
over-confldenl. For that rcanon
worked upon you. lit* would not
have believed ill", lull ho put faith
in what rain*.* to him through yon.
Mf knew you to he hid bitter enemy,
and nolhliiK could miHtiiln htm ho nun h
af your confldonee In bin Innoreuee.
"Meanwhile hud Norman more or

leHM under DUMplclou. T knew that lohudbeen hlTf. though I wan not aware
that BtalbrtdKe wan preaent at tli«*
Mime time. You forced that out of
HinJhildx" and aliio the very valuable
and Hlaxular allld for Norman."
"How about the Italian?"

11«. WUM Hiivrd by th«* wnt«T tiork.
Ho could account for lilinv.-ir up to
tl»«» time vvh"i« h»» ,nt»,rfd thl* building
itn<j (hut thno wan absolutely known.
It wa* thfr tnlnut-.i iffnrt Hrven.
The crime wo* committed Ave mlnutea
curlier Jui1k<*. then. «»1 my smtNfai
tIon when you reiuemboreil Hieing Antondii.HtalbrldKe woh with you lit
that time. Ho hod Juvt appeared.
11* hnil time to Wave «l» meilo of thi»
time. to leave flu- building by the

aide door, to hoc you approaching. ami
to ntop y«»u in oilier that you might not
And tin* body.
"To HtnlluldKc. then, oil elewt lead.

^ i

I-Ie will be here presently: and you
jui.i!) hov: f:v«H »h" accusation."

"iv he under arri (V
"No; but ho Is shadow d. I will

bo arrested if he does nut keep lh«» appointmentwhich lit- lm» with me here.
He Is overdue."
Johnson glanced at MM watch and

then stepped to tfv? door; I miw him
{Start. Ills ."are suddenly tlu.sheil.
"Come h*re." 1: cried.
A i,den l« v young man in rather shabbydrees rtepj d <iuickly to the door.
"Wherc'n StnlbrldgeY" he ffuspud. as

he glanced Into the room.
"Ho hasn't b«en her'*." returned

Johnson. *T.y Heavens. Muck, you've
lo%; him!"
"Not on your life. 1 shadowed him

to this room."
"He did not come In. The mnn hns

escape, lie got onto you and took the
alsmi."

rdacK. tin* shadow, struck Ills foreheadwith his right hand.
"Is It pcMilbh* mat In* get In ih'-re?"

h<» said, and then h«- pointed to the door
of the vacant bult<». "I f Jv did. he hasn't
had any chance to g«*t out."
.Johnson and I rushed Into the rooms.

They tvere empty. Th- window openingInto fl-.e shaft wis open.
"By all the saints!" exclaimed rhe de4U.,u Himh«<(l Into

the back room ami hna heard nil I have
baki."
We ran bark and pawed into the rear

room, leaving tin* ahadow on guard In
the hall. Stalbrldge wna trot there, hut
we wen* not long In finding evidence of
his pre*:en?". On th* wall beside the
door aome words were aerawled in penell.They evidently had be^n written
while th«* murderer stood there llatening.
"Than., you for these disclosures. Mr.

Johnson, four vlewa are aurprlrlnly
accurate. 1 would like to remain and
IMjlnt cut some of your erroru. but time
presses, ami certain considerations ur*:.myImmediate departure. 1 fear we

shall not meet again, as It Is Imprjbahle
that I ahall ever return to N»-w York.
If It w*»re not fur the dlfltn-sstn]: noise
of flrearrro, J womd open this door ami
ahoot you both where you alt."
This.- words had caught Johnson's

eye on his ftrat jr ..mee around the little
room. He r»-u'l them aloud. I meanwhilehad haul *ned to the window.
"The Infernal rascal has got away,"

said the detective, "hut he will be
caught. It may be long chase, though,
for h»* will take a barrel of money with
him."
As 1 spoke I measured with my eye

the distant* between the two windows.
It was a hazardous feat to pass from
nn# tn the other. I clanred Into the
shaft to measure the distance one would
fall.

I looked straight down Into George
Stalbrldge's fact-. He had fallen in
passing from one window to the other,
and he lay in the bottom of the shaft,
mortally hurt.
His fall had been heard, thought not

by us. before we could g"t down the
stairs he'had been taken out of the
shaft. He lived about half an hour, and
was conscious most of the time.
Knowing that he was fatally Injured,

he had no hesitation In speaking of the
crime. His story coincided perfectly
with Johnson's theory. W11lard Davis
had yielded to Norman's pleas for fairer
treatment In the railway transaction.
Stalbrldge, In the back room, had heard
all.
When Norman had gone Stalbrldge

entered, and there wan a brief ajid
angry discussion, which ended In my
uncle's touching a match to the railway
contract. As it biased up. so Stalbrldge'sanger bln*ed. The fatal blow
came speedily. All else the reader
knows.

(THE ESP.)

I All they Know j\Doni iu

NEW YORK. March 17..A dispatch to
the Herald nays:
All the Spanish rtewspnpers are unanimouslyrecognising the reaction aguinst

jingoism which has taken place In the
United States senate. It in felt now
that all danger of hostilities is over, unlesssome unforseen event should occur.

A Clou Call.
Mr. Isaac Homer, proprietor of .the

Burton House. Burton. W. Va.. is
about ns widely known as any man
In his section. Ho soys: "In April, 1W2.
I had a severe attack of rheuirmtlsm.
The attack was so severe that our farnllyphysician was immediately called in
anil for about n month 1 was treated
constantly by two physicians. ContinulnKto grow worse, I then placed
myself under the care of one of the
best physicians in this state at WfceulIng.I continued to grow worse. I
again called In our two family physiciansand they continued to treat m«
fur about a year.

I then tried several different patent
medicines anu nmments rKmnmpiiaea

by friends, but could get no relief whateverfrom anything ami after being
confined to rny room, for over three
years nil this time unable to wait on

mytnelf nnd suffering the most excruciatingpains. In fact. I have not «ufflclentcommand of lunguage to conveyany Idea of what 1 suffered. My
physicians tod me that nothing could
lie done for m* and my friends were
fully convinced that nothing tint death
would relievo me of my suffering.
In June. 1894. Mr. Kvau.i, at chat Jim*'

salesman for the Wheeling Drug Comj«any,recommended Chamberlain's
Pain Balm. I decided to try it und
bought a fifty cent bottle. At this time
my fool an. J limb wan swollen mors

than double Its normal blfce and It itemedto me my log would burst, but noon
after I began using the Tain Balm tho
swelling bejran to decrease, the pain
to leave, and now I consider that 1 um
entirely cured. I have no pain, the
swelling has l"ft my limb, and I walk
anywhere thut I care to go. 1 firmly
believe that Chamberlain's Pain Halm
saved my life and w*> would not be
without a bottle of It in the house for
ten times Its cost." Sold by Druggists
C. It. fioeUe. W. W. Irwin, C. Schnepf,
.. %.-.l I!..- trtnfl w u

lhiKUe. II. C. Stewart, 11. It. Burt, J.
Coleman. A. 1*. Sch»»ale, William Menlicmoller,.1. <». Khrle. Wheeling; Bowie
& Co.. Bridgeport; B. K. 1'eabody &
Sou, Benwood.

Whnt will I)o It I
Medical writers claim that the succcsafulremedy for nnsnl catarrh must

be non-lrrltntlng. easy nf application,
and one that will reach the remote
rare* and ulcerated surfaces. The historyof the efforts to treat catarrh In
positive proof that only one remedy hat)
completely met these conditions, and
that Is Ely's «'reani Balm. Thin Hufe
and pleasant remedy has mastered catarrhas nothing else has ever done,
and both physicians and patients freely
concede thin fact.

J. W. IMIvUCE, Republic. Ia., lays: "I
have us«*d One Minute Cough Cure In
my family and for myself, with result!
8o entirely satisfactory that 1 run hardlyIIiid words to express myself as to Its
merit. I will never fall to recommend
It to others, on every occasion that present*Itself." Logan & Co.. Wheeling,
W Vu., B. F. Peabody, Benwood. and
Bowlo A Co.. Bridgeport. P. 8
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flues In small raised figures and
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hair* and Imported wool suitings
Ktyles. and prices so low that thej
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Inch black flgurrd taffetas we ax
the best value we have heard of
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If you want to see pretty dress*!
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sheets and pillow cases, guilts and
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